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Grace Presbyterian Church     November 8, 2020 

Psalm 103, Deuteronomy 8: 1-11, 2 Tim. 2:1-13      Remembrance Sunday 

"Remembering Well” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

We spoke last week about the importance of history, and learning from 

history, particularly God’s dealings with human beings in history, because 

we only can collectively remember back through our own life times. I saw a 

woman on the news who was 100 years old and going to vote in the US 

election, and as much as she has seen, she is not able to go back even a day 

in God’s book, that is, a thousand years. So we come to hear God, and to 

listen to what God has done in human history, particularly through Jesus. On 

this day of remembering sacrifice on our behalf, let us not forget Jesus who 

gave the ultimate and unusual sacrifice of his own life for us, to forgive us 

our sins, to make a way to have a living relationship with the living God, 

Creator of the Universe. As we speak and think today of the hundreds of 

millions of lives lost in the wars throughout history, let us remember the 

hundreds of millions of lives saved in Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of 

Lords, the servant King who gave Himself for us. 

 

As I speak about history, I do not want to denigrate or make light of our 

memories. God has given us our memories as a way to retrieve from the 

past, live in the present and trust Him for the future. Some of us, perhaps 

many of us are troubled with what we can and cannot remember. With age, 

we have seen failing abilities to remember in relatives, friends and loved 

ones of all kinds. When memory fails, severe challenge comes to our lives, 

and we are not able to function as we have during the rest of our lives. No 

one wants to think of institutional locked wards where people go to live, 

because of impaired memory, not because they want to, but because they 

need to do so for their own safety and that of others. It is good to pray for 

those with this affliction in their lives, their caregivers, their loved ones and 

everyone in their lives. 

 

God talks to us about not spiritually forgetting and about remembering in 

many ways throughout Scripture. I’ve chosen just three passages, as I 

usually do for a Sunday morning. God tells us that we can experience severe 

challenges if we forget spiritually, the centre and core of our lives, day by 

day. Your memory is an essential part of who you are, physically and 

spiritually. 
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David sings his worship song in Psalm 103. He appropriately praises the 

LORD. Praising the Lord is simply acknowledging God as God, the Creator, 

the Redeemer, the One who provides for us, beyond what we can provide for 

ourselves. We give our lives to God, as we praise, as we worship, bowing to 

God’s power, direction, purpose and meaning for our lives. We choose to go 

away from an independent, self-led life as we worship, as we praise the 

Lord. So many of David’s worship songs, that we call the Psalms, are calls 

to worship. In our Call to Worship, we hear the person at the front of the 

Church call us away from our preoccupations in our hearts and minds, to 

choose to focus on God, to choose to follow God, to choose God’s 

perspective above our own. We hear David in Ps. 103 calling himself to 

worship as a kind of devotional imperative. Why? Because we tend to fill 

our time with everything else in our routines, before God, unless we call 

ourselves to worship, to hear God in His Word, faithfully recorded in the 

Scriptures. Please hear David calling you to worship, exhorting you to call 

yourself to worship as a priority for your day. First thing in the morning is 

best for most of us. Last thing in the day is a good way to find rest and peace 

at night. Any other time in between is appropriate. Just make sure that 

worship is a part of everyday, not just Sunday. 

 

And as you worship, remember what God has done in your life. How did 

God bring you to Himself through Jesus? Be able to tell that story to 

someone who may not be a churchgoer. But just as important, be listening to 

God for what He has done in your life lately, so you can tell that story too. 

What Jesus is doing in your life now, yes even during the pandemic, is the 

extension of His Gospel at work in your life. Maybe it is a small thing, like 

being able to be a bit more patient with someone who you have not able to 

extend patience to. Maybe you can listen better, or be kinder in your 

thoughts and words toward individuals. Maybe God is doing a major surgery 

in your life, and has cut out something that used to be so important to you. 

What is God doing in your life these days? Be prepared to share. 

 

David sings about the forgiveness of your sins, the healings you have 

experienced from God’s hands, physically, emotionally and otherwise, the 

pits He has led you out of, and a sense of inner youth, like a soaring eagle 

using the thermals of wind as she flies. Sometimes we look in the mirror and 

ask, “Is that me? When did I get like this?” Your inner youth, your 

playfulness, your sense of hope and trust, your wonder and excitement about 

life does not depend on your age. As you worship God, let Him restore all 

these things in your life. 
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God rescued Israel. The Bible records his rescuing acts over and over. Why? 

Because we need to remember how faithful God is to us.  David sings about 

how God rescued Israel from Egypt. And even more than the specifics of his 

acts, the plagues he brought against Egypt to rescue his people, (Ps. 105:23-

36) David sings of the character of the Lord we love and follow. He cares 

about the oppressed, he is compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in love, not accusing like a crown attorney, not focusing on our 

acts of rebellion, or repaying us according to our iniquities, but showering 

His love and forgiveness, removing our disobedience and apathy, as far as 

the east is from the west.  How far is that? Light years do not begin to 

measure that distance. As a part of your worship experience, please 

remember the character of the Lord. Hear his words of restoration, and 

affirmation. Put away the words of the enemy that steal and destroy, e.g. 

“You’re nothing, you will never amount to anything, can’t you do anything 

right, I don’t want you around, go away.” Or whatever negative words and 

tapes play in your mind. Hear instead God’s words of affirmation, my 

beloved son, my beloved daughter, you lack nothing, you are so valuable to 

me, you are an amazing part of creation, there’s no one like you, and I love 

you so deeply…I look forward to eternity with you.” And then we can 

simply sing with David, “Hallelujah” that Hebrew word which is in every 

language the same: Praise the Lord! 

 

God has memory too. God remembers we are but dust. (Ps. 103:14) He 

knows these bodies are going there. He knows our weaknesses and the 

shortness of our lives. He loves us. 

 

We are to remember Him everyday, remember to keep covenant with Him as 

King, follow Him, do what He says, for our good and for His praise. (Ps. 

103:18) 

 

Remembering is a spiritual act. When Moses was about to die, having led 

the children of Israel through the desert for forty years, he reminded them to 

remember. What were they supposed to remember? Good question. 

 

Deuteronomy 8 tells us to remember how God has led us through the desert. 

(8:2) What are the desert times of your life? Difficult times. Challenging 

times. How has God been faithful to you during these times? Write it down. 

Tell your children and grandchildren. Moses is bold enough to tell us that a 

big part of what we need to remember is how God has humbled us. (8:3) 

Where has God humbled you? When you thought you were so smart, or so 
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independent or so strong or so right…but you weren’t. Moses makes 

reference to the desert, to the thirst and hunger that happens there. Many of 

us have never had to go without food, some of us do know fasting, 

voluntarily or involuntarily for longer periods of time. You quickly realize 

how frail you can become without food. God gave the people of Israel this 

strange sweet cracker, that would come down like dew, but then harden into 

a cracker like state with a sweet, nutty flavour. They called it “manna,” 

(Hebrew for “what is it?”). God supernaturally fed them all week, then twice 

on Friday for Saturday Sabbath. The Scripture teaches us that our basic 

hungers are supposed to remind us of our need for simple nourishment. We 

need to eat as we are created to be that way. Moses reminded the people of 

Israel that God used their hunger and the fulfillment of that hunger by His 

hand, as a way to teach us that we do not live but what goes on our tables 

every day, daily bread, if that is your staple, or whatever it is…but that we 

are to be nourished by His Word, the revelation that comes from His mouth. 

(8:3) It is the same thing that Jesus reminded the devil about in the 

wilderness during his first temptation to provide food for himself…Matthew 

4:4. 

 

When you are hungry, at the table, before you eat your meal, pause, pray and 

praise God for the nourishment. Yes. But make sure you eat, you read from 

the revelation of God in the Bible every day. Some small part. Reading the 

Bible is meant to be a daily offering, burning your time in the Lord’s 

direction, a burnt offering, even if you don’t understand everything you read. 

That’s not the ultimate point. We need to remember. The Scripture helps us 

do so. 

 

Otherwise, when we have plenty to eat, lots of information, so much 

entertainment, sports and recreation, mobility, transportation, so, so many 

blessings, we may forget God, as it appears our governments are likely 

doing in these days. Are they trying to forget God… “God keep our land…” 

we sing in the national anthem, and our national motto: “ad mare a mari,” 

God will have dominion from sea to sea… Psalm 72:8… These seem like 

vestiges of a long past historical time, pulled down, like so many statues in 

this season. But we are called to remember what God is doing and to be 

thankful. Deuteronomy 8:12ff.: Don’t forget, when you eat and are satisfied, 

when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks 

grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have materially is 

multiplied…don’t forget God, what He has done for you in the past, and 
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what He is doing for you in the present. Remember what has been done for 

you that you have the life you have now… 

 

Paul talked to young Pastor Timothy about making sure he would be able to 

clearly speak the Gospel, that Jesus is the Way to God, forgiving our sins, 

the Bridge to God that we need to know Him, love Him, receive Him and 

follow Him. Timothy was encouraged to hear this, and share this, not only 

from Paul and Timothy’s peers, but also in a way that he could share with 

others who in turn would faithfully share the Good News about Jesus, thus 

implying we should always be thinking about three or four generations, not 

just our own and our peers. That’s what being strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus means in 2 Tim. 2: 1. 

 

Then Paul uses three analogies to help us be disciplined in remembering the 

Lord, not forgetting day by day. Enduring hardship and living your life day 

by day with Jesus is like a military person listening to their commanding 

officer. It’s not about how you feel in battle, it’s about following your orders 

and trusting your CO.  Or like the athlete training everyday, whether he or 

she feels like it or not. You can’t say, “I don’t feel like running today, I’ll do 

it tomorrow; and stay being a runner.” Or, “I’ll just take a week off from 

running, or a month, the weather’s not very nice anyway…” No, you run, 

whether you feel like it or not. You read Scripture whether you feel like it or 

not. You pray, whether you feel like doing it or not. And the farmer, who 

knows that you have to do the chores on the right days, you have to prepare 

the soil, weed, fertilize, sow the seed, water, and trust God for the weather. 

You can’t say “I don’t feel like weeding today, ‘cause I just don’t like doing 

it.” Our daughters tended to take that position on weeding and pruning, and 

most tasks in the garden, were just that, unappealing tasks. But they had to 

be done, so you just do them. And the spiritual disciplines, or Scripture 

reading, praying, quietness and worship are just things that cannot be 

neglected. At least, not if you expect to stay in the military, or win the race, 

or get a crop at the end of the season. 

 

Paul says, “Remember Jesus Christ.” (2 Tim. 2:8a) (pause)There it is. The 

whole reason for reading this passage, for saying everything I’ve said today. 

Paul was in chains, in jail or house arrest, for his relationship to Jesus. Most 

of us do not have to suffer that way for our faith. The daily discipline of our 

spiritual disciplines are the way we die with him, every day; (2:11) and 

endure with him; (2:12). 
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We can forget Jesus, not that we are trying to do so. There are days, busy 

with so much other stuff. But forgetting may lead to disowning Jesus. Paul 

tells us if we disown Jesus, He disowns us. It is a stark and grave warning.  

Don’t forget Jesus. Don’t disown Him. But that warning is followed by a 

wonderful promise. In our lives, now in this strange season, and often in 

other difficult times, we may find it hard to trust Jesus. We may not choose 

to trust Jesus, we don’t disown Him, but we may not be owning Him in our 

actions and words. What does Paul say to the one who is “faithless” as a 

Christian? “If we are faithless, Jesus will remain faithful, for he cannot 

disown himself.” (2 Tim. 2: 13) He holds us closer to Him, than we hold 

Him. He is wonderfully faithful. 

 

Hold on to that promise today. He will hold you, no matter what you are 

going through. If you are tempted to deny Him and we are tempted from 

time to time, do not give in to that temptation. Talk to Him. Listen to His 

Word. Remember Him and all that He has done for you. 

 

All the others that have sacrificed themselves for your freedom are worthy 

of remembering. Jesus ultimately is worthy of our whole hearts. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


